Your Persuasive Speech is your opportunity to create an argument in favor of or opposing to online education.  An argument is a logical, thesis-driven presentation of facts and opinions designed to lead listeners to accept your point of view.  A successful argument accounts for the existing interests and beliefs of your listeners and appeals to those interests and beliefs to encourage listeners to see your point of view and perhaps accept it as similar to or aligned with their own. 
Your goal is to persuade listeners of the benefits or drawbacks of online education, using your own personal experiences and research from published sources such as books, academic journals, organizational studies, etc., and to encourage or discourage your listener from participating in online education.  You must take a position—no wiffle-waffling (as my grandmother would say)! 
REQUIREMENTS: 
Length:  5-6 minutes 
Content:  You MUST include a specific statement that reveals your position/thesis (for or against online education).  You MUST include at least three academic sources, properly documented in either APA or MLA style, to support your claims about online education.  (Review the section in your textbook regarding the oral citation of sources.)  You MUST address positions contrary to your own and explain how your experience and evidence shows how these positions are flawed or how evidence shows your position to be more accurate or valid. 
Organization:  Your introduction should clearly state your position and outline the reasons for that position.  You should orally cite from sources as explained in our textbook.  Your explanations should include evidence from both your own experience and those orally cited sources.  Your conclusion should clearly review your main points and communicate why listeners should or shouldn’t pursue online education. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Outline:  You MUST submit an outline for this speech with a correctly formatted Works Cited or Reference page.  You may use either MLA or APA format, but whichever style you choose, you must employ correctly.  There is a sample Working Outline in your textbook.  Please follow that sample as a guide
